











More Social Studies Activities

Objective: understand the natural and comwmunity effect of natural disasters

One story that appears often in the news is that of a natural disaster.
Natural disasters make news because they affect lots of people and often
cause a great deal of damage. Brainstorm a list of natural disasters like
volcanoes, wildfires, hurricanes, blizzards, earthquakes, and others. Use
the search tool of your e-edition to see if any of the terms on your list are
in the newspaper today. Find one, and see whether you can locate five
facts about the disaster, what caused it, what effect it had on people, and
what was done to help them. It may be interesting if small groups of stu-
dents search a different term so the groups can then “jigsaw” what they
learned. Then, use the pull-down menu to find the editorial page. Write an
editorial telling whether you think government should help citizens recov-
er from disasters.

Objective: explore diverse cultures

The dateline is the part of a news article right at the beginning that tells a
reader where a story takes place. If there is no dateline, it usually means the
story happened locally. Click on the icon that lets you see two pages of the e-
edition at one time (it may be marked “Double”) so that you can see more sto-
ries at once. Skim the pages looking for a variety of datelines from lots of
places. Choose one place that interests you. Summarize why it’s in the news.
Go online to learn more about it.

Objective: use the online tools

Online newspapers make it easy to move through the sections choosing stories of interest. It’s also easy to customize
an issue for a special audience. Your assignment is to create a special newspaper just for teens, using the news and
information in today’s newspaper. You’ll be picking out the pages in today’s newspaper that will be of the most inter-
est to an audience of young people like yourself. Find the index of all the headlines in today’s newspaper and scroll
through them to find those that you think young people would want to read. Check out the pages that have those
stories. Narrow your choices down to about ten pages so that you are creating a 10-page newspaper for your audi-
ence. Use the “PDF” feature to make a PDF file of each page you want to include in your newspaper. Put your news-
paper together and compare it with the ones your classmates create.
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Science E-Edition Explorations

Science is around you at all times. That's why it’s also covered every day in the newspaper. The e-edition makes it easy to research
medicine,” “health,” or “space” and

ars awrs

science topics, too. You can type a search term, such as “environment,
find any stories that contain those words.

global warming,

Here are some other learning activities that will help you learn science by using
your e-edition.

Objectives: identify forms of energy, describe how energy
is conserved

Our natural resources, such as oil, gas, and coal, are limited. That’s why
it’s so important to learn how to use them wisely. As you go from page
to page in the e-edition, you’ll see many examples of energy being used.
Click on the right arrow to move from page to page and jot down each
time you see energy being used. Find five energy uses and then write a
description of how each use could be reduced so less fuel is consumed.

BONUS: Write an essay telling why an e-edition is a "greener" or more environmentally friendly choice than a print
newspaper.

Objectives: explore common thewmes of science, write to develop fluency

Science fiction stories aren’t true, but they might be based on some scientific fact. When you mix fact with a good
sprinkling of imagination, you get a terrific story. Skim through the e-edition to find any science-related story. Locate
at least three facts. Write a first paragraph for a science fiction story based on the facts you found. One good way to
get started is to ask yourself a “what if” question based on the facts you found. Be sure your story’s starter paragraph
has a topic sentence and strong supporting details.

Objective: understanding how humans affect
the environment

The gases in our atmosphere that trap heat, some-
thing that’s called the “greenhouse effect,” are con-
tributing to global warming. The burning of fossil
fuels like coal and oil produces these gases. Car use
is a huge contributor to global warming. For that
reason, car manufacturers are producing cars that
use fuel wisely. Use the pull-down menu or the index
of your e-edition to find the ads for cars for sale.
Make a list of all the words or phrases devoted to
describing the energy efficiency of the cars. Then
write an ad encouraging people to buy fuel-efficient
cars using the vocabulary you found.
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