
Your eEdition makes a lot of
information available on your home or school computer with just
a click of a mouse or a few keystrokes. Being able to view information
from the eEdition on a computer this way can help with consumer
decisions. Say you want to buy a car. Using the front page Index,
find the Classified Ad section of today’s eEdition. Page through the
Classifieds until you find the auto ads. Click on several display ads
and write out a car and model that would appeal to you. Record
who is selling the car, what the asking price is and other information
important to you. Then click on Classified Ads offering new or 
pre-owned cars. Write down a car and model that interests you,
the asking price and other important information. 

For 87 years, Reader’s Digest has
been the country's most popular
general interest magazine. But like
other publications, it has been hard
hit by the downturn in the economy
and the loss of advertising revenue.
Last week the publisher of the mag-
azine, which collects and reprints
articles from other magazines, said
it would seek Chapter 11 bankruptcy
protection. Under the plan, lenders
who put up $1.6 billion to cover the
magazine's expenses would become
owners of the company in exchange
for eliminating the debt. In the
eEdition, find other stories about
the economy or companies that
publish magazines or eEditions.
Write a summary of one of these
business situations in your own
words.

For years, incoming college freshmen have been
assigned books to read before enrolling as a way to
spark discussions when they arrive on campus in
the fall. This year, Holy Cross College in Worcester,
Massachusetts tried something different. Instead
of assigning a book, Holy Cross asked students to
read newspapers — and to take part in a discussion 

A luxury resort in San Diego,
California, has come up with an
unusual way to attract guests. It 
is offering cheap, cheap rooms, if
guests are willing to give up services.
The cheapest rate at the Rancho
Bernardo Inn is just $19 a night.
But guests have to sleep in a tent
and bring their own toilet paper!
The next step up, for a bed with no
sheets, costs $39. In the eEdition,
look for ways businesses are trying
to attract customers with unusual
promotions. Then pick a business
from the eEdition and design an ad
with an unusual promotion of your
own. Share with friends.

All over the country, police and
community leaders are working to
reduce  the sale and use of illegal
drugs. But a lot of money is still
being spent on drugs. In fact, a new
study has found that up to 90 per-
cent of paper money in the United
States now contains traces of the
illegal drug cocaine. In the eEdition
or online, find stories about drug
use in the U.S. or efforts to reduce
drug use. Write a paragraph sum-
marizing the most important points
of the story, and what you think
should happen next.

Learning Standards: Using a variety of technology tools for data collection and analysis to support a decision; identifying capabilities and limitations
of contemporary and emerging technology resources.

Learning Standards: Describing major world patterns of economic
activity and explaining the reasons for the patterns; describing major
kinds of economic activity and concepts of supply and demand.

Learning Standards: Describing major kinds of economic activity and
concepts of supply and demand; reading and writing fluently, speaking
confidently, viewing critically and representing creatively.

Learning Standards: Acquiring information from multiple sources and
then organizing and analyzing it; explaining how a particular public
issue became a problem; writing fluently for multiple purposes. .

A Reader's Problem

Find a Car

Cheap Vacation Dirty Money

Read the Newspaper! 
Go to College!

Learning Standards: Responding to a variety of visual, written and electronic
texts by making connections to students' personal lives and the lives of others;
acquiring information from written, visual and electronic texts.

forum online. The untraditional assignment, college 
faculty hope, will expand students' knowledge about
the world, improve their writing and critical thinking
skills, and help them connect with one another. “The
best way to prepare for college is to read the paper,'”
said Nancy Baldiga, dean of the freshman class.
Pretend you are going to Holy Cross and pick a news
story in the eEdition of the newspaper that you would
share with classmates. Write a paragraph explaining
why you think the story is important to know about.


