
Giant pandas are among the
most famous species of wildlife in the Asian nation of China. But
the black-and-white bears may become extinct in the wild in two to
three generations because of increased development, the nation's
official state media reported this month. The panda's natural 
habitats are being split up by development, making it harder for
wild pandas to roam and mate. Only about 1,590 pandas now live
in the wild in China, with another 180 having been bred in captivity.
With friends, talk about ways humans can assist endangered animals
like giant pandas. Then find a story or photo of an endangered 
animal in the eEdition. Pick one and write a paragraph describing
how people could assist the animal.

Tools were first formed when
ancient peoples learned how to
shape natural resources like rocks
and wood to help perform different
tasks. Now scientists have discovered
that people on the continent of
Africa learned to use fire in tool-
making thousands of years earlier
than thought. Scientists in the
nation of South Africa have found
evidence that people were treating
rocks with fire to make tools 72,000
years ago. The discovery indicates
craftsmen were using fire to make
rock easier to flake and sharpen for
stone tools. And they were doing it
45,000 years earlier than believed in
the past. In the eEdition, find news
or ads involving the development 
of new tools. Pick one and write a
paragraph describing how the new
tool can do work more effectively
than those of the past.

Each year in the United States, August 26 
is observed as Women's Equality Day.
Observed since 1971, the date commemorates
the day the 19th Amendment to the U.S.
Constitution became law, giving women in
the United States the right to vote. The
efforts of the women who earned this right 

As part of the nation's economic
recovery effort, the United States
Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA) is spending $197 million to
clean up leaks from underground
petroleum tanks. The cleanup is
designed to stop or reduce contami-
nation of groundwater and soil from
gasoline or oil leaks. Environmental
problems can take many forms. In
the eEdition find a story about an
environmental problem. List key
points about the problem on a 
sheet of paper. Then write a short
eEdition editorial recommending
what should be done to correct the
problem.

An eEdition offers a variety of 
features that let you find informa-
tion quickly and efficiently. With the
toolbars or Index, find the editorial
page in today’s eEdition. Click on
the editorial cartoon to enlarge it.
Study it to see what it is about and
what point the cartoonist is making.
Then use the Advanced Search 
feature of the eEdition to see what
stories appeared in the eEdition
about this subject. Write a para-
graph describing the issues that
inspired the editorial cartoon. Write
a second paragraph describing how
the features of the eEdition assist
readers in gathering information.

Learning Standards: Describing positive and negative effects of humans on nature and wildlife; explaining ecosystem concepts and processes; showing
how science concepts can be interpreted through creative expression such as language arts and fine arts.

Learning Standards: Understanding and explaining how science and
technology affect society; showing how common themes of science,
mathematics and technology apply in real world-contexts; writing 
fluently for multiple purposes.

Learning Standards: Describing positive and negative effects of
humans on nature and wildlife; utilizing the persuasive power of 
text as an instrument of change in the community, the nation and 
the world.

Learning Standards: Locating information from electronic resources;
describing the impact of technology use on individuals at home, at
school and in the workplace.
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Learning Standards: Identifying and categorizing key ideas, concepts and perspec-
tives found in texts; identifying and explaining how individuals demonstrate good
character and personal virtue; writing fluently for multiple purposes.

have inspired many others to fight against all
kinds of unfairness. As a class, read a story
about a woman or a group of women working
for a cause that is important to them. Then
write a paragraph describing who the woman or
women are and what they have accomplished.
Finish by writing a second paragraph describing
one woman in your life who is important to you.


