
The ancient Roman Empire
achieved great things in fields ranging from politics to architecture 
to the arts. And historians and archaeologists are always discovering
new things about it. This month, archaeologists in the European
country of Italy announced they have found what they believe was
the birthplace of the emperor who built the famous Colosseum in 
the city of Rome. The 2,000-year-old ruins were of a richly appointed
country villa in the ancient village of  Falacrine, and are believed to be
where the Emperor Vespasian was born. With friends, discuss what
ancient ruins can teach people about the past. Then find a photo 
in the eEdition of an outdoor or indoor scene. Write a paragraph
describing what this scene would tell archaeologists of the future.

When using an eEdition, it’s good to
review its features every once 
in a while. Think about how your
eEdition gives you many ways to
find stories and information you
need in the newspaper. Open the
different tool bars at the top of the
page until you find the one that
shows the different sections of the
newspaper. Go to the first page of
the entertainment or sports section.
Read a story on the page that 
continues on another page. Then
use the toolbar at the top of the
page to find the rest of the story.
When you find the rest of the story,
read it and write a short paragraph
telling what it’s about. Then write
another paragraph comparing 
the way you find the rest of a story 
with the eEdition with the way you
would find it with a paper edition.

Sea turtles make amazing journeys each
year from their nesting grounds in warm
climates to summer feeding grounds to the
north. For the second year, a group called
the Caribbean Conservation Corporation 
is putting a spotlight on sea turtles by 
sponsoring the Tour de Turtles: A Sea

Last week President Barack Obama
honored the accomplishments of
actors, activists and athletes when
he awarded the Presidential Medal
of Freedom to 16 people. This year’s
selections, according to the White
House, were people who have been
“agents of change” in the nation and
the world. Included among those
honored were African American
film star Sidney Poitier and former
Supreme Court Justice Sandra 
Day O’Connor. Who are “agents of
change” in your community? Pick a
person from the eEdition and write
a paragraph describing why he or
she deserves recognition.

Bob Dylan is a member of the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame and one of
the most influential songwriters 
of the last 50 years. But this winter
the 68-year-old Dylan will do some-
thing he has never done before. He’s
releasing an album of Christmas
songs. Tunes to be covered by
Dylan’s gravelly voice include “Here
Comes Santa Claus” and “I’ll be
Home for Christmas.” Artists are
always trying new things. With
friends, find an actor, musician 
or artist you like in the eEdition.
Brainstorm a new project for this
artist. Then design an ad for the
eEdition announcing the project.

Learning Standards: Responding to a variety of visual, written and electronic texts by making connections to students’ personal lives and the lives 
of others; comprehending the past; writing fluently for multiple purposes.

Learning Standards: Using technology resources for problem-solving,
self-directed learning and extended learning activities; discussing 
the positive and negative impact of technologies such as computers 
on daily life.

Learning Standards: Responding to a variety of visual, written and
electronic texts by making connections to students’ personal lives 
and the lives of others; identifying and explaining how individuals
demonstrate good character and personal virtue.
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Track Those Turtles!

Learning Standards: Showing how common themes of science, mathematics and 
technology apply in real world-contexts; writing fluently for multiple purposes.

Turtle Migration Marathon. For at least three
months, Tour de Turtles will follow 11 individual
sea turtles, using satellite-tracking technology,
as they travel from their nesting beaches to
unknown feeding grounds. The event, which
seeks to raise money and awareness about 
challenges facing sea turtles, can be followed
online at the Web site www.tourdeturtles.org.
Technology like that used for Tour de Turtles is
having significant impact on many fields. Find
an example of new technology in the eEdition.
Write a paragraph describing how it is changing
or improving the way people do things.

Learning Standards: Engaging peers in constructive conversation
about topics of interest or importance; reading and writing fluently,
speaking confidently, listening and interacting appropriately, viewing
critically and representing creatively.


