
Last week President Barack
Obama honored the accomplishments of actors, activists and 
athletes when he awarded the Presidential Medal of Freedom 
to 16 people. Among those receiving the nation’s highest civilian
honor were African American film star Sidney Poitier, tennis 
legend and women’s activist Billie Jean King,  U.S. Senator Edward
M. Kennedy of Massachusetts, former Supreme Court Justice
Sandra Day O’Connor and Joe Medicine Crow, the last living
Plains Indian war chief. If you could honor three people who 
have achieved success in the world, whom would you choose?
Make three choices from the people featured in the eEdition 
today and write a proclamation for each explaining the choice.

The Himalayas region of Asia is one
of the most mountainous and exotic
places in the world. It also is one 
of the richest for wildlife, according 
to research over the last 10 years. 
More than 350 species have been
discovered over the past decade in
the Himalayas, including the world’s
smallest deer, a flying frog and 
catfish that stick to rocks, the World
Wildlife Fund reported this month.
With family or friends, talk about
ways that discovery of new species
can help scientists understand 
the environment of the Earth. 
Then find photos of outdoor scenes
in the eEdition. Pick one and 
write a paragraph describing what 
scientists could learn by close
study of the plants and animals 
in the scene.

In the world of dinosaurs, the ferocious
Tyrannosaurus rex is one of the most 
fascinating to both scientists and non-
scientists. With strong legs and powerful
jaws, T. rex could run down and kill prey 
of all kinds. But dinosaur researchers in 
the Asian country of China now suggests

In the Southeast Asian country 
of Laos, wildlife watchers have 
discovered a new species of song-
bird that is like few others. The
green-feathered bird has a bald,
pink head! Named the Bare-Faced
Bulbul, the bird is the only known
bald songbird in mainland Asia.
From new species to threats of
extinction, wildlife makes news in
many ways. Find a story or photo
involving wildlife in the eEdition.
Write a paragraph summarizing
why the wildlife is in the news and
why it is important.

With the opening of training camps,
the 2009 season of the National
Football League has begun. Millions
of fans are following pre-season
games and getting ready for the
opening of the regular season in
September. The search functions 
of your eEdition can help you keep
up with the news about the NFL 
or your favorite teams and players.
Pick a team or player you like. 
Then use the search functions of
the eEdition to search for all stories
about that team or player that 
have appeared in the eEdition.
Write a paragraph summarizing
your findings.

Learning Standards: Responding to a variety of visual, written and electronic texts by making connections to students’ personal lives and the lives 
of others; identifying and explaining how individuals demonstrate good character and personal virtue.

Learning Standards: Explaining ecosystem concepts and processes;
generating scientific questions about the world based on observation;
writing fluently for multiple purposes.

Learning Standards: Explaining ecosystem concepts and processes;
acquiring information from multiple sources; writing fluently for 
multiple purposes.

Learning Standards: Using appropriate technology resources to access
information and communicate electronically; retrieving and saving
information. 
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Learning Standards: Engaging peers in constructive conversation about topics of 
interest or importance; explaining how fossils provide evidence about the nature 
of ancient life; acquiring information from multiple sources.

that T. rex didn’t work that hard for dinner 
a lot of the time. Studies of fossils suggest 
that T. rex may often have feasted on baby
dinosaurs, sometimes swallowing them whole!
That would explain why very few fossils show
tooth or claw marks and why few fossils are
found of young dinosaurs, the scientists said.
With friends, talk about what fossils can teach
scientists today. Then find a story about a fossil
discovery in the eEdition or online. Write a
paragraph summarizing the discovery and 
why it is significant.


